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above, although certainly a development of an individual
value is still so largely conditioned by the view-point of
collectivity, that the individual himself, as,we have already
seen, actually .suffers from this development,
Both authors have to thank their imperfect acquaint-
ance with earlier conditions of human psychology for their
lapse into false judgments upon the values of the past,
The result of this false judgment is a belief in the illusory
picture of an earlier, more perfect type of man, who some-
how fell from his high estate. Backward orientation is in
itself a relic of pagan thinking, for it is a well-known
characteristic of the whole classic and barbaric mentality
that it imagined a paradisiacal age as a golden forerunner
of the present evil time.
It was the great social and educational act of Christi-
anity which first gave man a future hope, assuring him of
a future possibility for the reali2ation of his ideals \ The
stronger note of this retro-orientation in the more recent
intellectual movements may be connected with the appear- •
ance of that general regression towards the pagan which
with the Renaissance made itself increasingly manifest.
It seems to me certain that this retrogressive orientation
must also have a definite influence upon the means selected
for human education. For a mind thus orientated is ever
seeking support in some phantasmagoria in the past We
could make light of this, if the knowledge of the conflict
between the types and the typical mechanisms were not also
constantly urging us to seek for that which could re-estab-
lish their unity. As we may see in the following passages,
this goal had also a profound interest for Schiller. His
fundamental idea about it is expressed in the following words,
which indeed actually sum up what has just been said:
" Let a benevolent deity snatch in time the suckling from
his mother's breast, nourish him with the milk of a better age,
i Indications of this are already to be found in the Grecian mysteries,

